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 MONTHLY  
MESSAGE 

By Fr. Michael A. Platanis 
 

The church celebrates the New Year on a 

feast day called the “Indiction” every 

September 1st.  At this time, we look 

forward to the renewed cycle of         

salvation and we celebrate our Lord  

Jesus Christ’s economy in the flesh.  In 

other words, we celebrate everything that 

Jesus Christ the God man has done for 

us. 

 

We could start on January 1st, could we 

not?  That is when the new calendar year 

begins.  Or, we could start the new 

church year in March, which is the first 

month of the ancient Roman New Year. 

 

Why does the church New Year begin on 

September 1?  Because September is the 

first month of the Jewish New Year!  

Likewise, as the Jews begin the new day 

at sundown, so does the Orthodox 

Church begin the daily cycle of prayer at 

sundown with the evening vespers     

service. 

 

The church not only respects and       

continues the Jewish reckoning of the 

yearly cycle and the daily cycle of prayer 

services.  It also continues to use the 

Jewish names of the days of the week.  

We no longer see this easily, because it 

is not reflected in the English names for 

the days of the week.  The English days 

of the week are named for pagan gods.  

In Greek the days of the week continue  

to be the Hebrew names, with the      

exception being the first day from     

Sabbath, which is called now “The 

Lord’s Day.”  Monday through Thursday 

are “Second day” through “Fifth day” 

and Friday is “Preparation Day.”      

Preparation for what?  The Sabbath. 

 

So, it is within this Judeo – Roman - 

Christian reckoning of time that we   

celebrate everything the Lord has done 

for us.  However, the first feast we    

celebrate in September is not a feast of 

Christ, but is instead, a celebration of the 

Panaghia, the Mother of God.  Likewise, 

we finish the year in August by          

celebrating the Dormition of the        

Theotokos or the sanctification of the 

human person. 

 

As we begin this New Year, we also  

anticipate great things in our Cathedral 

family life: Greek Festival, church    

ministries and continuing the              

sacramental life. 

 

We are grateful for the addition of 

Chrysostom and Alexis Mitchell to our 

Cathedral staff and family.  We wish 

them every blessing in their life and 

work here. 

 

God be with all of us in this New Year – 

let us renew our resolve to grow person-

ally in the life of the church so that being 

born anew in Jesus Christ as is           

remembered in celebrating the birth of 

Panaghia, we may realize the purpose of 

our life here, or sanctification on Christ, 

which we celebrate in the Virgin Mary’s 

Dormition. 
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A MESSAGE FROM 

CHRYSOSTOM MITCHELL 

 

The Orthodox Church calendar   

begins September 1st, and I am  

writing my first “message” to my 

new parish family as a candidate for 

ordination in order to serve   under 

the care and direction of  Rev. Fr. 

Michael Platanis. I would like to 

emphasize family because for me to 

say “my first assignment” would be 

too cold and fail to reflect the warm 

and loving community of Christians 

that welcomed Alexis and I from 

the first day we arrived in            

Columbia. 
 

Prior to our departure for Holy 

Cross Seminary, we were members 

of the St. Barbara Greek Orthodox 

Church in Durham, NC. It had been 

our parish family for five years. 

Over that time, we established 

many lasting relationships in the 

community. It was with joy that we 

were able to share with them our 

move to Columbia. They were very 

excited for us because many of 

them had personal connections with 

members of the Holy Trinity       

Cathedral.  
 

These experiences in our life act as 

a reminder that as Orthodox    

Christians, we are all one in the 

body of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. We enter the new Liturgical 

year with an emphasis on family. 

September begins by celebrating 

three generations of our Church 

family.  First, on September 8th, we 

celebrate the Nativity of the        

Theotokos. Then, on September 9th, 

the Church commemorates her   

parents, Joachim and Anna. Finally, 

on September 14th, the Church    

celebrates the Universal Exaltation 

of the Venerable and Life-Creating 

Cross – the Cross to which Christ 

was crucified for our salvation. This 

is the ultimate example of a genera-

tional family who exemplified faith, 

prayer and a loving community. 
 

I have found at the Holy Trinity  

Cathedral a faithful, prayerful and 

loving community. The fruit of this 

community can be seen in the new 

Cathedral’s unified beauty 

(structure, iconography, marble 

work, etc.) as a tangible reflection 

of these attributes.  
  
I would again like to thank the    

entire community for your warm 

welcome and best wishes as I begin 

this new year in service to your  

parish family. 

 

                   

LEADERSHIP STAFF 

  

Protopresbyter Michael Platanis, Cathedral Dean                            

 

2017 Parish Council: Lee Tsiantis, President, Maria Bates, Vice      
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Anita Rickman, Secretary, Roy Alexander, Elizabeth Chiarel, Pete   

Currence, Robert Lewis, Mike Malone, David Shafer, Ben Singleton, 

and John Zourzoukis. 
  
Donna Ackmann, Office Administrator 
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Maria Shelley, Ministries Coordinator 
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        CELEBRATING OVER 75 YEARS  

                                               1936 - 2014                        

 
Mission Statement of              

Holy Trinity Greek           

Orthodox Cathedral,                

Columbia, SC 
                                              
The diakonia (ministry) of the 

Parish will include proclaiming 

and teaching the Gospel in      

accordance with the Orthodox 

Faith, sanctifying the faithful 

through God’s grace in worship, 

the Divine Liturgy and the other 

sacraments; enhancing its          

parishioners’ spiritual life, an adding to the numbers of the faithful by receiving      

persons into the Church through instruction, baptism and/or chrismation.  In addition, 

the Parish shall establish educational and  philanthropic activities to foster the aims and 

mission of the Parish and to edify its parishioners in the Faith and ethos of the Church.  

The Parish shall also engage in such inter-Orthodox,  ecumenical and interfaith       

activities as are consistent with the policies of the Archdiocese.  (Uniform Parish   

Regulations of the Greek Orthodox  Archdiocese of America, Part Three, Chapter One, 

Article 15, Section 4) 



 
 

Sunday, October 1 - 
8:45 AM - Orthros 

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
     

Wednesday, October 4 - 
5:30 PM - Paraclesis 
 

Saturday, October 7 - 

6:00 PM - Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, October 8 - 
8:45 AM - Orthros 

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
 

Wednesday, October 11 - 

No Paraclesis 
 

Saturday, October 14 - 

6:00 PM - Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, October 15 - 
8:45 AM - Orthros 

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
  

Tuesday, October 17 - 

5:30 PM - Parish Council 
 

Wednesday, October 18 - 

St. Luke the Evangelist 

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy 

5:30 PM - Paraclesis 
 

Saturday, October 21 - 

6:00 PM - Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, October 22 -  

8:45 AM - Orthros 

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 
 

Monday, October 23 - 

St. James the Apostle 

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy 
  

Wednesday, October 25 - 
5:30 PM - Paraclesis 
 

Thursday, October 26 

Demetrios the Myrrh-Streamer 

9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy 
 

Saturday, October 28 - 

6:00 PM - Great Vespers 
 

 

Sunday, October 29 - 
8:45 AM - Orthros 

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School 

 

NOTE:  This schedule is subject to change.  

Please consult the October bulletin for final 

dates and  times. 

 

Weekly updates can be found online at 

holytrinitysc.com. 

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

NEXT MONTH: OCTOBER GENERAL CALENDAR     HOLY TRINITY NEWS 
 

 

Thank you to the following people who volunteered to host… 
  

COFFEE HOUR after liturgy for September 

September 3  Nicole Bitzas and Stacey Dombalis 

September 10  Katherine Thompson and Sue Shmunes 

September 17  Festival 

September 24  Gigi Lewis and Pam Postal 

 
  

WELCOME COMMITTEE 

September 3  Pete Papajohn and Greta Dobe 

September 10  Carol Pittman and Jerry Smoak 

September 17  Festival 

September 24  Mary Bellios and Maria Taylor 

 

 

  

  

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 
THROUGH JULY 2017 

 

Pledges Received    $273,076.55 
Candles         18,723.62 
Easter Offering                                                      3,351.00 
Christmas Offering                                   100.00 
Other Income                                                        4,258.55  
Total Revenue     $299,509.72 

             
Expenses through July               $301,969.15 
Deficit through July                              $   2,459.43         

 



GREEK FESTIVAL 
 

PACKAGING PASTRY SCHEDULE 
 

Assemble Assortments – need 3,000 
 

Saturday, Sept. 2nd  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

Ergolavo and Kourambiedes – Cup and Package 
 

  need 625 packages of Ergolavo 

  need 120 packages of Ergolavo w/apricot 

  need 400 packages of Kourambiedes 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 6th     9:00 – 3:00 and 5:00 – 7:30 

 Thursday, Sept. 7th      9:00 – 3:00 

 

SMALL HANDS, BIG HELP – Can you help put packaged pastries 

into a box? Of course! Traditionally all youth (and their grownups) are 

especially requested to help package pastries on Saturday, September 2. 

The more the merrier, so join the race to the finish because we only have 

a few more days until the Festival begins! 

Update on Alexis Dermatas - we are so pleased to let you know 

that Alexis completed her third reconstructive surgery.  Thank 

God, she is doing well. 

 Thank you to all who helped her as she recovers from the 

severe injury she sustained through a dog bite.  Your prayers and 

your financial support have helped so much. 

 Alexis has made great progress, but she still has several 

surgeries ahead of her.  Please keep her in your prayers and please 

consider helping financially through:   

 
1. Checks made out here to Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox          

Cathedral, indicate “Alexis” in the memo line or 

2. https://www.gofundme.com/alexis-needs-your-help or 

3. Checks may be made out and mailed to: Dormition of the     

Theotokos Greek Orthodox Church, 800 Westridge Rd., 

Greensboro, NC  27410, indicate “A Nose for Alexis” in the 

memo line   

prosper throughout their lives.  The 

central idea of his speeches to 

young people was this truth, that 

"without the virtuous life, the    

ultimate destination of man is    

unattainable." 

 

The Saint always taught the youth 

from words of Holy Scripture and 

the Fathers of the Church, and   

often used the words of ancient 

writers. Above all, his primary 

concern was to teach by example. 

And he succeeded, through    

struggle and the grace of the Lord. 

In fact, one of his students and 

spiritual children wrote in a letter 

to his friend in 1897: "Fortunately 

in our days there is the beautiful 

soul of our Revered Director... 

You see him live in this world and 

yet feel him to be a man not of this 

world... Without exaggeration he 

prays day and night... being for-

bearing, loving everyone and     

disarming with his innocent look... 

He consorts with various people, 

whom he calms and directs to the 

incarnate Savior with unprecedent-

ed kindness and gentleness... He is 

a man but lives like an angel." 

 

Through the intercession of our 

great friend Saint Nektarios, let us 

walk according to his teachings. 
  

    "Translated by John Sanidopoulos"   



 
 

Saint  

Nektarios 

as a 

Teacher 

of the 

Youth 
 
 
 

 
Saint Nektarios, the Bishop of   

Pentapolis and Wonderworker,   

remains today a far-shining       

lighthouse and illuminates us with 

his many virtues, important       

writings and innumerable miracles. 

 

Among other things, however, he 

was an excellent Educator and 

Teacher of the youth, whom he 

considered the golden hope of the 

Church and the Nation, as the 

"foundation of tomorrow". He    

describes adolescence as important 

and hurried. "Important indeed is 

the great mission for which it is  

allotted, hurried in its short         

duration, during which it must    

accomplish many and great things," 

as he notes in his discourse titled 

"On the Call of Teenagers in       

Society" delivered to the High 

School students of Lamia. 

 

He called teenagers the "new gener-

ation" as well as the "successor 

generation" to whom the Nation  

and State deliver "the deposits of  

the ancestors and all the treasures 

of past generations." This is why he 

wanted to encourage young people 

in their spiritual struggles and 

strengthen them, by encouraging 

them in the exercise of virtue. He 

taught them with much love that 

they had to guard their faith in 

Christ, the true God, as a sacred 

deposit. They had to live a life in 

Christ, connected with Him through 

the salvific Mysteries of the 

Church. 

 

He knew of the great difficulties 

they often had in their spiritual 

struggles. And he recommended to 

them as a victorious weapon,    

alertness and stability in their 

Christian life. To the students of the 

High School in Lamia, he said the 

following in his homily: My       

beloved children, your struggles 

require "a brave decision and      

unchanging morale to acquire     

virtue. Because the undecided, 

those who with negligence and in-

dolence begin the struggle for     

virtue, are rapidly discouraged and 

defeated, and very easily become 

cowards and flee."  

 

He recommended Holy Scripture as 

an indispensable guide for the 

knowledge of truth, for illumination 

and their preparation for salvation. 

And he stressed with all the 

strength of his soul that they had to 

combine "piety and science", for in 

this way they will progress and  

  

 

 

Consider the following excerpt from a recent 

article in our archdiocese: 

 

One of the most powerful memories of growing up in our family 

which left a far-reaching impact on me was the practice we had 

of chanting the Troparion (hymn) of Pascha -- Χριστός Ανέστη! 

(Christos Anesti!) -- before dinner every night during the forty 

day Paschal festal period. Yes, if you can believe it, we chanted it 

three times every night at the dinner table! As a kid, sometimes it 

felt awkward and embarrassing. But my mother’s insistence on 

this repetitive practice proved to bear much fruit in the life of our 

family. Chanting Christ is Risen! brought the enduring, inde-

structible joy of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord into our 

home. 

 

To read the entire article: www.goarch.org/-/christ-our-ison-byzantine-

music-and-the-orthodox-family 

 

All rising 1st through 6th graders are invited to join Junior Choir. We will 

begin learning music for the new church year soon! Our youth choir   

typically rehearses twice a month, on Wednesday evenings that do not 

conflict with other youth events, with additional practices for the   

Christmas and Spring concerts. For more information or to register for 

the fall, please contact Despina Houlis at dhoulis@aol.com.  

 

Sunday School registration continues in the par ish hall. Parents, be 

sure to stop by the table to sign up your child(ren).  Sunday School starts 

September 24. 

Junior Choir 

http://www.goarch.org/-/christ-our-ison-byzantine-music-and-the-orthodox-family
http://www.goarch.org/-/christ-our-ison-byzantine-music-and-the-orthodox-family
mailto:dhoulis@gmail.com


What is the Connect Conference?  

It’s a new initiative for Orthodox young adults in their 20s and 30s. 

Through learning, fellowship, and worship, the goal of the conference is 

to better connect us to our faith, the Church, and each other.  The format 

of the conference includes keynote addresses to the group, breakout    

sessions in smaller groups with time for Q&A, worship times including 

the Divine Liturgy, and plenty of opportunities for fellowship including 

communal meals and off-site activities. This year's theme is "Finding 

Christ in Everyday Life." Speakers will include successful Orthodox 

Christian lay professionals and clergy who will provide a range of      

perspectives on how we can encounter Christ while living and working 

from day to day. The 2017 conference will be held in Atlanta, Georgia 

from October 6-8, at the Sheraton Suites Galleria. Register now!                 

Visit: https://connectorthodoxy.org/ 

KROGER & YOU     

  CAN HELP TO  

    FUND OUR 

CHURCH MINISTRIES 
 

 

“BUT I DON’T SHOP AT KROGER,” you might say. Consider that 

these locations (below) might be near you OR use Kroger when you are 

traveling to the mountains, the beach, to visit relatives… 

 
3403 Forest Drive · (803) 738-0225  Open 24 hrs 

 

10136 Two Notch Rd · (803) 788-6171   Open until 1:00 AM 
 

Irmo Station 7467 Saint Andrews Rd · (803) 732-0423   Open 24 hrs 
 

REGISTER TODAY -- see instructions below or contact  

Steve Bitzas or Maria Shelley (htgocministries@gmail.com) 

 
Already have a Kroger Card? (if not, they are available in the 

checkout line) 

 

1. Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com 

2. Click Sign In/Register “Sign up Today” and enter your 

information 

3. Check your email and follow directions to “edit” your 

Kroger Rewards card à enter card number 

4. When prompted, enter our church code: 77497 

5. See “Holy Trinity” on the right side of the page 

6. Shop, shop, shop…and Kroger donates a percentage of 

your total bill to our church! It’s that easy and it’s totally 

free! 

 
 
 

https://connectorthodoxy.org/

